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February 15, 1951 
Dear John: 
V/e were d e l i g h t e d w i t h your 
V a l e n t i n e l e t t e r . And i t w i l l be r a t h e r 
hard on us to have to w a i t to hear about 
your meeting w i t h the Lampoon judge 
u n t i l your s p r i n g v a c a t i o n . Although 
the comparison w i t h a f r a g i l e b u t t e r f l y 
i s , c o n s i d e r i n g a l l t h i n g s , a l l too a p t , 
we are v e r y proud of your i n i t i a t i o n i n t o 
one of the most e x c l u s i v e of a l l s a c l u s i v e 
s o c i e t i e s . Once i n a w h i l e , perusing the d i c t i o n -
a i y , I meet I c a r u s and remember t h a t c e r t a i n v e r y 
r e a l and s p e c i a l dangers are prepared f o r a l l men 
who l e a v e the muddy r o u t i n e t h a t seems to be the 
u s u a l l o t of God's c r e a t u r e s . And y e t a moment 
f r e e i n the a i r probably i s worth a l i f e time i n 
the mud. I don't know, having viewed l i f e from 
the vantage point t h a t a f l y has when i t s f e e t 
are f a s t on the f l y p a p e r and the r e s t of i t s body i s 
tugging upward. But I'm not s o r r y . There are m i l -
l i o n s borne down who never even t h i n k of tugging 
upward. So, knowing t h a t the Lampoon could and may 
make you f o o l i s h f o r the r e s t of your days, we 
c o n g r a t u l a t e you. Daddy, i t seems, has a l r e a d y 
boasted so much about you t h a t p / r a c t i c a l l y a l l 
the f a c u l t y t a k e s to cover when they see him coming. 
And I have asked % . D i l l o n to l e t a l l h i s r e a d e r s 
know about the Lampoon acceptance. 
Be c a r e f u l now, get your h a i r c u t , and send 
us what you c o n s i d e r to be the proper l e n g t h f o r 
your t r o u s e r s . 
